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Dear Friend, 
 
5 more minutes! 5 more minutes, Mom, please!!  11 year old Marshall says to me each 
afternoon I pick him up from the Boys & Girls Kids Club. 

 
You have helped children like Marshall, just be a kid! 

Marshall is a bright-eyed, energetic, joyful boy, but he hasn’t 
always been that way. Thanks to your support, I credit much of his 
joy to being a member of the Boys & Girls Kids Club of Greater 
Salem for the past 5 years.  

When Marshall was just a baby, his older brother Eddie got very 
sick. Eddie was terminally ill with cancer of the blood from the time 
he was 5 until he passed away at 13 years young. 

Eddie spent months hospitalized at Mass General and Children’s 
Hospitals in Boston; a long car ride away from our Salem home. 
Eddie waited for a long time to match a bone marrow transplant 
and a lifetime for a double lung transplant. My life as a single mom 
was unimaginable; I slept in the hospital by Eddie’s bedside each    
night trying to comfort him.        

 
I was needed and pulled in two different directions. My first-born child was suffering a horrifying 
illness needing around the clock care, but my young son also needed me. I would rush out of the 
hospital each day at 12:30 pm to pick up Marshall at Witchcraft Heights Elementary, then run back to 
Boston. I was overwhelmed and had no clue how I got through every day. Thankfully, with the 
extraordinary kindness of donors like you, a helping hand was given to me and Marshall. 
 
When Marshall was in 1st grade, the Principal of Witchcraft Heights told me that the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Salem has an after-school program that Marshall could attend each afternoon. Having little 
financial resources, I was forever blessed from that day forward. I was nervous to leave Marshall 
alone when he was feeling such unbearable pain, so I visited the Club. Soon I felt confident that I 
could leave him when I saw the staff making sure he was taken care of and safe. 
 
Because of your generosity towards the Club and its members, I had some relief. Thanks to your 
support, Marshall had a place to go after-school where he was secure and had fun. I no longer had to 
rush home from the hospital to pick him up, and when Eddie was at home with 24 hour nursing care, 
Marshall could spend time away from the sadness and scariness that was always present at home. 

Marshall (right) dressed as "Where's  
Waldo" holding Funniest Costume Award 



Marshall’s life is better today because of you. You have helped 
him just simply be a kid. When he first attended the Kids Club, 
all he knew was sickness. You made sure he learned coping 
mechanisms and gave him the opportunity to express his feelings. 
You helped him enjoy life with sports and friends. He learned 
everyday tools that he will use to be successful throughout his life. 
Marshall is outgoing, happy, and gets along with peers. I have 
seen a side of Marshall that I haven’t seen in years; so rewarding 
as a parent struggling with grief and loss. 
 
Marshall says what he likes best about the Club is “I can spend 
time with my friends and I can be myself. If I am feeling sad, the 
staff will involve me. I love all the sports like basketball, soccer 
and football and I have learned to be proud of myself.” 
 
I offer a heartfelt thank you to the donors of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Salem. Without your kindness and compassion, this 

Club would not exist. You have made a huge impact on my life, but most importantly, on Marshall’s. 
Without your generous donations and support, I’m not certain how I would have been able to keep 
Marshall’s mind occupied and help him through Eddie’s passing 2 years ago. You made it possible for 
him to transition to life without his brother. Your donations helped Marshall attend field trips, share 
Thanksgiving dinner and receive trophies for his achievements. He will forever treasure his 
sportsman award. If it weren’t for you, Marshall wouldn’t have had this joy. You have sustained the 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Salem and in turn have built Marshall’s confidence. You helped him to 
find his inner self, and be proud of who he is today! 
 
Eddie passed away 2 years ago and the pain is immense. I share our story to let you know the Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater Salem is a place that cares for children and their families. I thank you for 
caring and understanding that children need a place to go after school where they can be themselves 
and have fun. There are many families like ours who face challenges with limited means. You can 
ensure the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Salem will always be there for families like ours. 

 
Many families do not have the resources to afford after-school care. Your 
support will offer these amazing children hope for a bright future. Your 
donation will provide programs that enhance academics, promote healthy 
living and leadership.  
Your gift will give these kids a chance to just be a kid.  
Thank you for considering an annual donation to the Club. You may mail 
your gift in the enclosed envelope or donate online at www.bgcgs.org. 
 
P.S. Please give children like Marshall 5 more minutes, 5 more          
minutes please! To JUST BE A KID!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

   
   Kori Rodriguez-Weatherbee (Marshall’s Mom) 

Marshall (left) playing 
basketball 


